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MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure to be part of the XII Convocation of NIT Rourkela—one of the
premier institutions nurturing talent and innovation in our country. As you, the graduating class of
2024, step into a world full of promise and possibilities, this is a moment of great pride—not just for
you, but for your families, teachers, and the nation at large.

Convocation is not merely a ceremony; it is a milestone that marks the culmination of years of
dedication, learning, and growth. More importantly, it is the beginning of a new journey—one where
the world will look to you not just for your knowledge, but for your wisdom, integrity, and courage.

As you transition beyond the gates of this great institution, remember that excellence is not an
act, but a habit. In the ever-evolving landscape of industry, technology, and society, adaptability,
curiosity, and lifelong learning will be your greatest assets. Let your education empower you to be not
only successful professionals, but also responsible citizens committed to inclusive growth and
sustainable development.

Let your dreams be bold, but let your values be stronger. In all your pursuits, strive to build not
just careers, but legacies that contribute meaningfully to the world around you.

My heartfelt congratulations to each one of you. May the road ahead be filled with new
opportunities, meaningful challenges, and lasting fulfilment.

Wishing you all a bright, impactful, and purposeful future.

(Uday A Kaole)
Chairman-cum-Managing Director






Chairperson’s Message

S.N.Subrahmanyan (SNS)

Chairperson, Board of Governors, NIT Rourkela
Chairman and Managing Director, Larsen & Toubro Ltd.

I extend my best wishes to the 2024 graduating batch of NIT Rourkela during this auspicious occasion
of the XXII convocation of NIT Rourkela.

Today marks a momentous occasion as you receive your degrees, a milestone that reflects your
dedication and deserves celebration, especially for our award recipients. Being part of NIT Rourkela is
both a privilege and a responsibility, embodying a unique blend of excellence and humility that sets you
apart. As this significant chapter in your life concludes, today's celebration also heralds the beginning of
new journeys. The academic cocoon is gently unfolding, and the world awaits the meaningful
contributions each of you will make to humanity. Today, you step into a world that is rapidly changing.
The major challenges that we face are climate change, sustainable energy, global health crises, and
technological ethics, which demand innovative solutions. And who better to rise to these challenges
than you, armed with knowledge, skills, and a vision for a better future?

This is truly the era of youth, brimming with opportunities and boundless potential. India is
experiencing unprecedented growth in various sectors, with massive investments in science and
technology driving economic progress and development. The digital revolution is reshaping industries,
opening doors to innovation and connectivity. The nation's focus on artificial intelligence and emerging
technologies underscores its commitment to staying at the forefront of global advancements.
Additionally, private investments are being actively promoted in sectors like space exploration,
defence, and precision engineering in electronics, fostering entrepreneurship and pushing the
boundaries of technological innovation. In this dynamic environment, you, the youth, stand at the
forefront, poised to shape India's future and drive progress across various domains. This remarkable era
offers you a world of opportunities. It is a call to action: seize these moments, climb the ladder of
success, and reach new heights.

Your alma mater will always stand by you, celebrating and supporting every contribution, no matter
how big or small, that you make toward society. As you embark on this exciting journey filled with
potential and achievements, we wish you the very best. So go forth with confidence. Build bridges, both
literal and metaphorical. Solve problems that others deem unsolvable. And most importantly, never
stop learning.

Your journey of greatness begins now, make it extraordinary! Congratulations!






Director's Report
on
22" Annual Convocation
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Vidya Dadaati Vinayam, Vinayad Yaati Patratam,
Patratwad Dhanamaapnoti, Dhanad Dharmam Tatah Sukham.

e Honourable Chief Guest Shri Uday A Kaole, Chairman-cum-Managing Director, Mahanadi
Coalfields Limited,

Members of the Board of Governors,

Members of the Senate,

Deans, Heads of the Departments,

Centres and Tech. Service Units,

Faculty Colleagues and Staff of NIT Rourkela,

Distinguished Guests,

Recipients of Degrees and Awards, Guests, Alumni, Students,
Nominees and Representatives of Electronic and Print Media,
Ladies and Gentlemen:

We are honoured to have with us the Hon'ble Chairman-cum-Managing Director, Mahanadi Coalfields
Limited (A Miniratna Subsidiary Company of Coal India Limited), Shri Uday A Kaole, as our Chief
Guest, who is an inspiration to all our students with an unparalleled leadership and technical expertise.

On behalf of the institute and myself, I feel extremely honoured and privileged to extend my heartiest
welcome to each of you to the 22nd Annual Convocation of NIT Rourkela. I feel immensely proud to
announce that 1061 B. Tech., 21 B.Arch., 39 Dual Degree (B.Tech. and M. Tech.), 68 Integrated MSc. (5
years), 180 M.Sc, 06 MA, 43 MBA, 469 M.Tech., 1 M.Tech (By research), and 177 Ph.D. students will
take their respective degrees today. I extend my heartiest congratulations to all the degree recipients.

Established in the year 1961, NIT Rourkela has a long-cherished contribution to the Nation in various
fronts, and over the years the institute has evolved into one of the high-ranking Technical Institutions in
India, offering Bachelor of Technology degrees in 15 disciplines across 12 departments, Bachelor of
Architecture by the Department of Planning and Architecture; MBA; MTech. degrees in 31
specializations under 13 departments, MTech dual degree programs in 4 domains across 4 departments,
Integrated Master programs in various Science & Arts streams, such as: Chemistry, Physics,
Mathematics, Life Science, Applied Geology, and Atmospheric Science.



We have successfully integrated NEP 2020 in our graduate and undergraduate programs, ensuring
students are well-equipped for thriving careers in both industry and academia. In the academic year
2024-25, a new program, B.Tech. Artificial Intelligence, was introduced, providing students with
valuable opportunities to further excel in the evolving job market. Our institute provides a vibrant
international community with students from our neighboring countries, including Nepal, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, and other countries such as Yemen, Zambia, Syria, Sudan, South
Africa, and the USA.

We are honored to announce that the Ministry of Education (MoE), Government of India, has assigned
NIT Rourkela the responsibility for conducting the Central Seat Allocation Board (CSAB 2025) for
the 3™ time this year and Direct Admission of Students Abroad (DASA 2025). In coordination with
JoSAA 2025, CSAB 2025 will manage the joint seat allocation process for admissions to premier
undergraduate programs.

I'am happy to share some of the recent accomplishments of NIT Rourkela, and they are:

- InNIRF-2024, our institute is ranked 19" in the Engineering category, 9" in Architecture, 30" in
the Research category, and 34" position in the overall category.

- In QS World University Rankings in 2025, NIT Rourkela is placed 317 among top Asian
universities, and 78" among South Asian Universities.

- According to the recent QS World University Sustainability Ranking-2025, NIT Rourkela has
ranked 664 in the overall category, 167 in Asia, 19 in India, and 1 among NITs.

- According to the World University Rankings under Times Higher Education Ranking - 2025 by
subject Engineering and Technology, NIT Rourkela has been ranked between 601-800, 191 in
the Asia University ranking, and 1" among listed NITs.

- The National Board of Accreditation (NBA) has approved 11 undergraduate and 18 PG
programs in the present cycle.

Faculty and Staff

The institute has been recognized for its cutting-edge research & technology development in diverse
fields of Science, Engineering, Biotechnology & Medical engineering, Management,
Architecture, Humanities & Social Sciences. And many of our faculty members are in receipt of
research grants from reputed national and international funding agencies. Currently we have 409
faculty members and 323 staff members on rolls who are dedicated to serving 7800+ students. NIT
Rourkela also has support from 36,000 + alumni who are the torch bearers of the Institute.

The highlights of research work and the recognition of our faculty members and students are as
follows:

e During the 2023-24 session, sponsored research worth Rs. 26.03 crores was sanctioned
through 72 projects in the fields of Science, Social Science, and Engineering across all
departments.
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¢ 15 Global Initiative of Academic Networks (GIAN) courses in the Phase V.

e Atotal of 80 patents have been granted and 160 filed by our faculty members and students, out
of which, in the year 2024, 26 patent grants were obtained.

e NIT Rourkela has taken a significant step forward in medical innovation by signing a
Technology Transfer Agreement with Miraqules Medsolutions Pvt. Ltd.

e 25 faculty members from NIT Rourkela have been recognized among the World's Top 2%
Most-Cited Scientists (Single-Year) for their research work in the year 2023.

e NIT Rourkela stands 1st place (4,02,223 citations) among NITs and 19th place in India based
on the Citations published in the July 2024 edition of Transparent Ranking.

e NIT Rourkela's research visibility is appreciable with respect to scholarly output, i.e., 19258
publications with 166 h-index as per the Scopus database and 10131 publications with 146 h-
index as per the Web of Science database as on June 2025, which is top among all NITs.

e NIT Rourkela has been selected as one of the 'Hub Institutions' under the prestigious
Partnerships for Accelerated Innovation and Research (PAIR) Programme, launched by
the Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF). It is the only NIT across the country
and the only hub institute from Eastern India to be selected under the program.

e Prof. Madhuresh Dwivedi (Department of Food Process Engineering) and Prof. Medha
Nayak (Humanities and Social Sciences) from NIT Rourkela represented India at the '9th
BRICS Young Scientist Forum (YSF)' held in Russia. Their participation highlighted the vital
role of Indian researchers in addressing global challenges through innovative approaches.

e Prof. Subrata Kumar Panda (Mechanical Engineering, NIT Rourkela) is the recipient of the
'Samanta Chandrasekhar Award' 2024.

e Prof. Bhaskar Kundu (Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences) received the
Prestigious IGU-Krishnan Medal for the year 2024 for his significant scientific contributions to
innovative research and insights in earthquake seismology and in related geosciences.

e Prof. Madhuresh Dwivedi & his team of faculty and students of Department of Food
Process Engineering won the '"Tomato Grand Challenge' during National Consumer Day
2024, organized by the Department of Consumer Affairs and the Ministry of Education's
Innovation Cell on 24 Dec 2024 at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.

e Ms. Shristi Shefali Saraugi and Mr. Mahendra Nimmakanti, the PhD scholars, were
selected as fellows from India for the “SERB (ANRF) Overseas Visiting Doctoral
Fellowship (OVDF) Program” to conduct research for 12 months at Purdue University,
USA.

Biju Patnaik Central Library (BPCL), NIT Rourkela has an extensive collection of resources such as
over 91,000+ books, 13,400+ e-books, 18,000+ back volumes of periodicals, 40 full-text, e-books.
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