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(6™ ANNUAL CONVOCATION.

17 January, 2009

Programme

10.00 : Academic Procession Arrives
(All present may kindly rise)

10.02 : Invocation

10.05 : Convocation declared open by the Chairman, Board of Governors
10.06 : Welcome address and presentation of report by the Director
10.36 : Award of Degrees

11.30 : Presentation of Medals

11.40 : Taking of pledge by the degree recipients

11.45 : Address by the Chairman, Board of Governors

12.00 : Convocation address by the Chief Guest

12.30 : Convocation declared closed by the Chairman, Board of Governors

12.31 : National Anthem
(All present may kindly rise)

12.32 : Academic Procession leaves
(All present may kindly rise)

Venue : Bhubaneswar Behera Auditorium
NIT Rourkela




National Institute of Technology, Rourkela

The Chlef quest

DR. K. KASTURIRANGAN

M.Sc.,Ph.D.,F.A.Sc.,EN.A.
Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha) &
Director, NIAS, Bangalore

Dr. Krishnaswamy Kasturirangan took his Bachelor of Science with

Honours and Master of Science degrees in Physics from Bombay
University and received his Doctorate Degree in Experimental High Energy Astronomy in 1971
working at the Physical Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad. At present he is the Director of the
National Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS) at Bangalore. Heis a Member of Upper House of
Indian Parliament (Rajya Sabha). For over 9 years until 2003, Dr. Kasturirangan steered the

Indian Space programme as Chairman of the Indian Space Research Organisation. Under his
leadership, the programme witnessed several major milestones including the successful
launching and operationalisation of the India’s prestigious launch vehicles, the Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle and the Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle. Further, he also oversaw the
development and launching of some of the world’s best civilian remote sensing satellites, IRS-
1C and 1D, realization of new generation INSAT communication satellites, besides ocean
observation satellites IRS-P3/P4. As an Astrophysicist, Dr. Kasturirangan’s interest include
research in high energy X-ray and gamma ray astronomy as well as optical astronomy. He has
made extensive and significant contributions to studies of Cosmic x-ray and gamma ray
sources and effect of cosmic x-rays in the lower atmosphere.

Dr. Kasturirangan is a Member of the International Academy of Astronautics and served as its
Vice President. He is a Member of the International Astronomical Union and a Fellow of Third
World Academy of Sciences (TWAS). He is a Fellow of Indian Academy of Sciences and served
as its President during 2001-03. He is Fellow of Indian National Academy of Engineering and
was its President during 2005-06. He was also General President of the Indian Science
Congress for the years 2002-2003. He is an Academician of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences,
Vatican City.

At present, he is the Chairman of Council of the Indian Institute of Science at Bangalore,
Chairman of the Governing Council of the Raman Research Institute, Indian Institute of
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Astrophysics at Bangalore as well as of the Aryabhata Research Institute of Observational
Sciences at Nainital. Dr. K Kasturirangan is a member of the Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Energy and Parliamentary Consultative Committee on Human Resource Development,
Chairman, Karnataka State Knowledge Commission.

He has won several awards including Allan D Emil Memorial Award of the International
Astronautical Federation (2004), Theodore Von Karman Award by International Academy of
Astronautics (IAA), France (2007), Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Award in Engineering, Aryabhata
Award 2003 of Astronautical Society of India, Lifetime Achievement Award of Asia-Pacific
Satellite communications Council, Singapore, Aryabhata Medal by Indian National Science
Academy (2000), Asutosh Mookerjee Memorial Award by the Indian Science Congress. He
has been conferred with the highest civilian honours Padma Shri, Padma Bhushan and Padma
Vibhushan by the President of India and Award of ‘Officer of the Legion d’honneur’ by the
President of the French Republic, France.

He has published more than 244 papers in the areas of astronomy, space science and
applications, delivered many Convocation addresses in various universities and is the recipient
of Honorary Doctorate from 16 universities. Among the many public lectures he has delivered
some of the more recent ones include J.C.Bose Memorial lecture at the Royal Society of
London; K R Narayanan Oration at the Australian National University, Canberra; 28" Vikram
Sarabhai Memorial Lecture, Ahmedabad Management Association, Ahmedabad, Prof. D. S.
Kothari Memorial Lecture at University of Delhi, Delhi. More recently, he was one among the
four global personalities and the only Asian to deliver a Keynote Address on *Potential of Space
Technology to serve Humankind: coming 50 years’ at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris during
the celebrations of the 50t Anniversary of the launch of Sputnik organized by International
Astronautical Federation and UNESCO.
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Chatrman, Board of Governors

ShriDrona Rath

Shri Drona Rath, son of Late Narsing Rath, was born in the year 1950
in the district of Sundargarh, Orissa. He did his schooling partly in

Rourkela and Ranchi and finally completed his Senior Cambridge
from St. Patrik, Asansol in West Bengal. He then joined the Regional
Engineering College, Rourkela in the Mechanical Engineering stream and obtained his Bachelor
Degree in Mechanical Engineering in the year 1971.

- On completion his engineering, after a brief stint in Bridge & Roof, he joined the Central
| Engineering and Design Bureau of Hindustan Steel Limited (presently known as MECON
Limited) in March, 1972 as a Graduate Engineer. During his 35 years of career in CEDB &
MECON, Shri Rath grew to various managerial positions and finally he was elevated to the post
of Chairman-cum-Managing Director of MECON in September, 2005. He is also holding
additional charge of Managing Director of Metallurgical & Engineering Consultants (Nigeria)
Limited, a joint venture company formed by MECON Limited with Delta Steel Plant, Ajaokuta
Steel Company and Nigerian partners.

During his tenure in MECON, apart from services relating to consultancy & engineering, he has
been responsible for the entire commercial and marketing activities of the company as General
Manager (Commercial). Subsequently, on his elevation to the post of Director (Projects), he
has been responsible for implementation of various projects in addition to overseeing the
commercial functions of the company.

He has contributed immensely in lifting the performance of the company during his tenure as
Director (Projects) and Chairman-cum-Managing Director. He is a part-time Director of
Industrial Development Corporation of Orissa Limited, Bhubaneswar and is also a member of
the Research Council of Institute of Minerals and Materials Technology, Bhubaneswar,

Shri Rath has traveled extensively within India and abroad in connection with various business
interactions and assignments.
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Shri Rath has been an ardent sports lover ever since his school days and he has represented
his school and college in various competitions. He is a recipient of University Blue from the
University of Sambalpur. Even today, Shri Rath is very actively involved in the various sports
activities being organized in MECON in particular and in & around Ranchi in general.

Shri Rath is a through gentleman with strong conviction, clear strategic vision and intellectual
capacity coupled with proven managerial experience. He has been actively associated with
various professional and philanthropic associations and is the Chairman of Ranchi Cheshire
Home.
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Director's Report

Dr. K. Kasturirangan , Chief Guest of today’s function, Shri Drona Ratf,, Chairman, Board of
Governors, Members of Board of Governors, Members of Senate, Distinguished Guests, Colleagues,
Degree recipients, Students and Staff of this institute, Nominees of print and electronic media,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my proud privilege and honour to welcome you all to the Sixth Convocation of the National
Institute of Technology, Rourkela. Before I present the highlights of our activities, let me have
the pleasure of introducing to you the Chief Guest of today’s function, Padma Bibhusan Dr.K.
Kasturirangan, distinguished space scientist, eminent astrophysicist and Honorable Member of
Parliament (Rajya Sabha).

Dr. K. Kasturirangan steered the Indian Space programme gloriously for over 9 years as Chairman
of the Indian Space Research Organization, Chairman of the Space Commission and Secretary
to the Government of India in the Department of Space, before laying down his office on August
27, 2003. He was earlier the Director of ISRO Satellite Centre, Bangalore where he oversaw
activities related to the development of new generation spacecrafts, Indian National Satellite
INSAT-2 and Indian Remote Sensing Satellites IRS-1A & 1B, as well as a wide range of scientific
satellites. He was also the Project Director of India’s first two experimental earth observation
satellites, BHASKARA-I & II and subsequently was responsible for overall direction of the first
operational Indian Remote Sensing Satellite IRS-1A.

Under his leadership as Chairman, ISRO, the space programme witnessed several major
milestones including the successful launching and operationalisation of India’s prestigious launch
vehicles, the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) and more recently, the first successful flight
testing of the all important Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLV). Further, he has
also overseen the design, development and launching of the world’s best civilian satellites, IRS-
1C and 1D, realization of the second generation and initiation of third generation INSAT satellites,
besides launching ocean observation sateilites IRS-P3/P4. These successes have placed our
country in a pre-eminent position among the six space-faring nations that have shaped the
communication and scientific destiny of our planet.

Before joining the Indian Space Research Organization, Dr Kasturirangan had an illustrious
academic career. After obtaining Bachelor of Science with Honours and Master of Science degrees
in Physics from Bombay University, he received Doctorate Degree in Experimental High Energy
Astronomy and Astrophysics from Physical Research Laboratory, Ahmedabad. As an Astrophysicist,
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Dr. Kasturirangan’s interest includes research in high energy X-ray and gamma ray astronomy
as well as optical astronomy. He has made extensive and significant contributions to studies on
Cosmic x-ray sources, celestial gamma-ray and effect of cosmic x-rays on the lower atmosphere.

Dr. Kasturirangan has served as member of several important scientific academies, both within
India and abroad. He is presently the President of the Indian Academy of Sciences at Bangalore
and General President of the Indian Science Congress. He is a Fellow of the Indian Academy of
Sciences, Indian National Science Academy, National Academy of Sciences of India, Indian
National Academy of Engineering, Astronautical Society of India, National Telematics Forum,
The Indian Meteorological Society and The Third World Academy of Sciences. He s a Distinguished
Fellow of the Institution of Electronics and Telecommunication Engineers, Founder Member of
the Astronomical Society of India, Life Member of the Indian Physics Association, Indian Science
Congress Association and Indian Society of Remote Sensing and Honorary Fellow of the
Aeronautical Society of India and of the Kerala Academy of Sciences. He is also a Member of the
International Astronomical Union, the International Academy of Astronautics and is a member
of its Board of Trustees. He has chaired some of the most prestigious international committees,
such as the International Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS), COSPAR/ICSU,
Panel for Space Research in Developing countries, and the committee meeting at senior official
level of UN-ESCAP, that led to the adoption of the "Delhi Declaration” by the Ministers of the
region (1999-2000). He is also the Chairman of the Governing Board of the UN Centre for
Space Science & Technology Education (UN-CSSTE), of the Board of Governors of IIT Chennai,
of the Governing Council of the Raman Research Institute and Research Council of the National
Aerospace Laboratory.

Dr. Kasturirangan has won several awards including Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Award in
Engineering, Shri Hari Om Ashram prerit Dr.Vikram Sarabhai Award in Aerospace Sciences,
M.P.Birla Memorial Award in Astronomy, Shri M.M.Chugani Memorial Award in Applied Science,
H.K.Firodia Award in Science and Technology, Rathinclra Puraskar by Visvabharati University,
Santiniketan and the Dr. M .N. Saha Birth Centenary Medal for outstanding contribution in the
field of Space Science. He has been conferred Padma Shri, Padma Bhushan and Padma Vibhushan
by the President of India. Dr. Kasturirangan has published more than 244 papers, both in
international and national journals, and has edited six books in the areas of astronomy, space
science and space applications. Dr. Kasturirangan is presently an Honorable Member of the
Indian Parliament (Rajya Sabha) and is the Director of the National Institute of Advanced
Studies, Banagalore.

It is also my pleasure to welcome Shri Drona Rath, our esteemed Chairman of the Board of
Governors to the 6th Convocation of the Institute. Shri Rath was born in the year 1950 in our
home district of Sundargarh, Orissa. He did his schooling initially in Rourkela and Ranchi and
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finally completed his Senior Cambridge from St. Patrick’s High School, Asansol in West Bengal.
He then joined the Regional Engineering College, Rourkela in the Mechanicai Engineering stream
and obtained his Bachelor Degree in Mechanical Engineering in the year 1971.

On completion of his engineering education, after a brief stint at Bridge & Roof, he joined the
Central Engineering and Design Bureau of Hindustan Steel Limited (presently known as MECON
Limited) in March, 1972 as a Graduate Engineer. During the thirty five years of his illustrious
career in CEDB & MECON, Shri Rath grew in various managerial positions and finally was elevated
to the post of Chairman-cum-Managing Director of MECON in September, 2005. He is also
holding additional charge of Managing Director of Metallurgical & Engineering Consultants (Nigeria)
Limited, a joint venture company formed by MECON with Delta Steel Plant, Ajaokuta Steel
Company and Nigerian partners. During his tenure in MECON, apart from services relating to
consultancy & engineering, he has been responsible for the entire commercial and marketing
activities of the company as General Manager (Commercial). Subsequently, on his elevation to
the post of Director (Projects), he has been responsible for im plementation of various projects
in addition to overseeing the commercial functions of the company. Shri Rath has contributed
immensely to lifting the performance of his company during his tenure as Director (Projacts)
and also as Chairman-cum-Managing Director.

He is also a part-time Director of Industrial Development Corporation of Orissa Limited,
Bhubaneswar and a member of the Research Council of Institute of Minerals and Materials
Technology, Bhubaneswar. Shri Rath has traveled extensively within India and abroad in connection
with various business interactions and assignments.

Shri Rath has been an ardent sports lover ever since his school days and he has represented his
school and college in various competitions. He is a recipient of University Blue from the University
of Sambalpur which makes this institute proud even today. Today Shri Rath is actively involved
in various sports activities being organized in MECON in particular and in & around Ranchi in
general.

Shri Rath is a visionary with strong conviction, clear strategic vision and intellectual capacity
coupled with proven managerial experience. He has been actively associated with various
professional and philanthropic associations and is the Chairman of Ranchi Cheshire Home,
The presence of these two eminent dignitaries among us will in'spire our young graduates to
work hard to take the Institute and the country to new heights.

With this brief introduction of the two very distinguished guests, I take the liberty of presenting
before you the highlights of the institute activities during the past one year.
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THE INSTITUTE

On 15™ August 2007, on its 47" Foundation Day, the Institute was declared to be an Institute of
National Importance by an act of Parliament. With this, the focus changed from impartation of
shop floor skills to innovation, research and development of new technology. All this required
change in outlook of faculty, staff and students. We have succeeded in creating and maintaining
the momentum of change, and this we consider to be our biggest achievement. We are working
towards creating intellectual property that will give technological independence to our country
in the world arena, and towards generating human capital that will sustain this creative process
over decades, if not centuries to come. Today every faculty, staff and student of NIT Rourkela is
passionately committed to the mission of making our country as world leader in technology and
science and nurtures this commitment through hard work, honesty and team spirit.

ACADEMIC PROGRAMMES

It is widely seen that globalization and the new economic order have brought in new challenges
to institutions of higher learning. Availability of high quality human resource in science and
technology has become an absolute necessity. Our institute has undertaken a number of steps
to meet the new challenge through upgradation of our academic programme. Among the
innovations introduced into the academic process during the past years are continuous student
evaluation, course feedback, curricular reforms and online fee payment. Our Institute has tried
to create an ambiance of academic excellence that is conducive to growth of innovative research
and support to industry.

The academic programme of NIT Rourkela has always remained among the best in the country.
That tradition has been maintained during the academic year 2007-2008 and beyond, with
special emphasis put on the postgraduate and research programmes. With the support of the
Ministry of HRD, the Ph.D. programme has been strengthened. I am happy to announce that
this year we shall award twelve Ph.D. degrees and seven M. Tech. degrees by Research, numbers
that have steadily increased since our conversion from REC to NIT in 2002.

Since the past two years, our Institute, with approval of the Government, is offering fellowships
to research students. This facility has attracted some of the brightest and most motivated
young men and women to NIT Rourkela. As approved by the Ministry, we shall continue to add
research fellowships every year through both direct and project funding till the research student
population becomes comparable to that in major technical universities around the world. Our
research programme covers not only the traditional disciplines of engineering, but also humanities,
physical and social sciences. Our proposal ror being recognized as a training Inctitute for
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engineering college teachers has received favorable consideration by the National QIP Co-
ordination Council. AImost all our engineeiing departments are now eligible to admit students
to Ph.D. and M. Tech. programmes under QIP from the admission year 2008-09.

The regular M. Tech. programme has also been expanded through introduction of new courses
in several departments. Among them are the new M. Tech. programme in Biomedical Engineering
offered by the Department of Biotechnology and Medical Engineering, Information Security by
the Department of Computer Science and Engineering and Transportation Engineering by the
Department Civil Engg. Seven of our engineering departments have been granted recognition
under the QIP scheme of the Government of India to admit students to M. Tech. programmes
under 14 different specializations.

Our undergraduate programme continues to attract some of the best talents in the country. The
B. Tech. programme has been strengthened by introduction of course feed back system, open
electives, greater emphasis on project work and continuous monitoring. Computerized monitoring
- of attendance, personalized progress monitoring, counselling through departmental faculty
advisors, and introduction of slow pace programme have made students more responsible,
leading to significant drop in failures and delay in programme completion. Two innovative
measures adopted for strengthening our academic programme that are worth a special mention
are the Short Term Industrial Experience Programme and the compulsory courses on “Seminar
and Technical Writing.” Preparations are under way for introduction of new programmes in
Industrial Design, Business Management and an M. Sc. programme in Life Sciences. We have
also received approval for introduction of 5 year integrated M.Sc. programme in Chemistry,
Mathematics, Life Science, Physics, Humanities and Social Science.

As creative project work gains greater importance in our undergraduate, postgraduate and
research programmes, the opportunities for creation of marketable intellectual property are
Increasing. To facilitate protection of such intellectual property, the Institute has introduced as
progressive Intellectual Property Policy. The Institute is taking proactive steps to make faculty,
students and technicians conscious of the value of their intellectual property and ways of
safeguarding it.

SPONSORED RESEARCH, INDUSTRIAL CONSULTANCY AND CONTINUING EDUCATION
The Institute’s faculty is being increasingly recognized by Government and private agencies for
their intellectual capacity through award of sponsored research grants and consultancy projects.

A large number of sponsored and consultancy grants have been received, making our institute
one of the most prominent sites of academic R&D in the country.

11
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During the calendar year 2008, the institute has institute has received sanction of thirty one
sponsored projects with a total value of nearly 3.5 crore. It has alos secured consultancy
projects work 4.5 crore, the most significant among them being the project on Rehabilitation of
server network at RSP being carried out by the Civil Engineering Department. Both Sponsored
Research and Consultancy projects worth several crores are in various stages of processing.
The institute has conducted 22 short term courses, educating 672 participants at a cost of
nearly Rs 37.0 lakh.

Among the successful proposals are three projects received by the Department of Ceramic
Engineering: Processing and Characterization of Hydoxyapatite-Alumina-Coated Zirconia Nano-
Composites funded by UGC, Development of Colossal Magneto-resistance Nano-Particles and
Nano-Composites by Microwave Refluxing for Novel Applications by DST and Microstructural
evolution of nano-grain, nickel zirconia cermet anode materials for solid oxide fuel cell applications
funded by BRNS.

Three major projects awarded to the Department of Mechanical Engineering include Product
and Process Design for shape heading of Splines and Solid Spur Gear by 3D Modeling and
Simulation of Conjugate Heat Transfer Phenomenon in ultra-short laser tissue Interaction both
funded by the DST and the third one on Intelligent Control of Multiple Mobile Robots in an
unknown Terrain by DRDO.

Department of Computer Science and Engineering has received projects on EnergyAWare Protocol
for Wireless Networks awarded by the Department of Information Technology, on Soft Computing
Techniques in Optimal Networks by CSCR and on Optical Burst Switching in WDM Networks,
awarded by the DST. Department of Biotechnology and Medical Engineering has been awarded
a project on Bioconversion of cotton gin waste to value added product by the Ministry of
Environment and Forest. The Chemical Engineering Department has a number of ongoing projects
such as Utilization of Glycerol: Etherification by Isobutylene using Zeolites, Recovery of Gasoline
Range Hydrocarbons from Waste and a project on Design of Cheap Water Filter for Chromium
Contaminated Water, all funded by the DST. Another DST project on Bulk use of Fly Ash
Composite Material in the sub base of Surface Coal Mine Haul Road to Reduce Strain has been
awarded to the Department of Mining Engineering. The Department of Metallurgical and Materials
Engineering has received two major projects; one on Development of Nano-dispersed Coating
by Electro-deposition from the Department of Science and Technology and another on Reactive
Plasma Processing of Minerals and Industrial Wastes from the Board of Research in Nuclear
Science.

The British Council, UK has awarded a project on Biologically Inspired approach to Distributed
Sensor Signal Processing to the Department of Electronics and Communication Engg. The

12
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Department of Electrical Engineering has also received a number of projects; On Development
of Cooperative Motion Control Algorithms funded by the NRB, on Design of Efficient Schemes
for PAPR reduction in OFDM based Wireless Applications by IE(E) and a project on Development
of High Performance Sensorless Induction Generator for Wind Energy Harnessing by C-DAC.

A number of sponsored research projects are going on in the Department of Chemistry; on
Synthesis of Nano-sized Hydroxyapatite, on Development of ordered mesoporous mixed oxides
via polymer mediated self-assembly, both funded by DST and a project on Modified Barium
Titanate/Lead Titanate Ceramics by Semi-chemical route for Pyroelectric Application funded by
the DRDO. The Department of Physics has received two DST sponsored projects: one on
Electronic and Optical Properties of Chalcopyrite Semiconductors and another on Effect of Plasma
Treatment of Macromolecular Structure of Jute Fiber Composites.

The Institute’s commitment to provide direct intellectual assistance to industry and Government
is reflected through consultancy projects, testing service and continuing education programmes.
Major consultancy projects have been secured by the Department of Civil Engineering from the
Government of Orissa and from Chattisgarh Electricity Authority, MP Power Generating Co. Ltd.,
Rourkela Steel Plant and National Rural Roads Development Agency,Govt. of India. Department
of Mining Engineering has received consultancy projects from SAIL, RSP and from Jindal Power
Limited, Raipur and the Department of Mechanical Engineering has secured a consultancy project
from Lechler India Pvt. Limited and Department of Metallurgical & Materials Engineering has
obtained a consultancy project from Dalmia Institute of Scientific and Industrial Research ,
Rajgangpur.

STUDENT ACTIVITIES

Academic excellence alone does not guarantee a successful career to a student. It is necessary
to have an equitable balance between academics and extra-academic activities in order to
ensure all round development of personality. The students of our Institute have been known for
their excellence in sports and cultural activities, and the Institute has always encouraged all
such programmes.

During the year under review the Student Activity Centre has been very active. The Technical
Society of the Student Activity Centre has coordinated the Annual National Level Student
Symposium, CONFLUENCE 2008 during January 17 to 20, 2008. Students from institutes across
the country participated in the seminars, technical games and in model and software competitions.
Like every year the Games & Sports Society organized the Annual Sports Meet of the Institute.
The Literary and Cultural Society conducted the Annual cultural festival NITRutsav during February

13
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7 to 9, 2008. The society also published the bi-annual magazine Degree-361. The electronic
newsletter "Monday Morning” has substantially improved its quality and efficiency in delivering -
information about the Institute to every desktop at the beginning of the week.

The student activity programme has laid special emphasis on creating entrepreneurial spirit
among the students. The Entrepreneurship Cell (Popularly known as E-Cell), fully managed by
the students has organized several activities including Business Plan Competitions, quizzes,
reality games and much more. The business programme “Arthayan” held during Techfest 2008
was particularly successful.

Four NIT undergraduates- Sri Debashis Senapati, Vikas Gujural, Parthapratim Tripathy and
Ankur Gaur have made the institute proud by winning the first prize at the All Gore Sustainable
Technology Venture Competition 2008 and qualifying for the Mc Ginnis Venture competition
held at Carnegie Mellon University USA. Another group - Ansul Baranwal, Bidhan Pradhan and
Bhupendra Payal also bagged the top prize at the national level business plan competition held
at IIT Kharagpur and secured the second position in the innovative product design competition.
Promotion of team spirit has been one of the key aspects of our student activity programme. A
team of students under the captaincy of Sri Asutosh Nayk has set up a student chapter of the
Society of Automotive Engineers on our campus. Sri Aniy Verma and his friends in the Udaan
Club have done excellent work in promoting aero-modeling. The work of Debabrata Atta and Sri
Asutish Bhuyan (Cyborg Club) in promoting Robotics skills among young students is worth
special mention.

Our Institute has taken the initiative in forming Organization for Inter-NIT Student Activities
(O-INSA) that co-ordinates extra-academic student activity of all NITs. This year our Institute,
under the banner of O-INSA, conducted the Inter-NIT Kabaddi and Lawn Tennis meets in
December 2008. The Literary and Cultural Society of our Institute along with Film and Music
Society will be conducting the Inter-NIT cultural meet during January 24-25, 2009 with NIT,
Trichy as the co-host.

STAFF WELFARE

The supporting staffs have always been a Prime strength of the Institute. In recent years our
institute has taken special initiative in promoting welfare of the technical and ministerial staff
and improving their competence. ;

Among the major steps taken in that direction are rationalization of staff structure, promotion

of technical excellence, training of ministerial staff and enhancement of living standards. I am
proud to mention here that among all NITs, our institute was the first to rationalize the staff
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designations, qualifications and pay scales. It has created a sense of pride among our staff,
which has led to increased productivity and stronger participation in the growth process. Today
the world outside looks up to the NIT technicians, clerk or officer with the same respect that it
offers to NIT faculty and students.

To promote technical excellence among the staff, the Board of Governors has created NITRITE
Programme — NIT Rourkela Initiative for Technical Excellence. I am happy to announce that
three of our technicians Sri Biswanath Mukharjee, Sri Bhubaneswar Das and Sri Somanath Das
have been the recipients of NITRITE prizes in 2008. We are looking forward to superior technology
being created by our technical colleagues.

The institute has also organized several other staff development programmes, the notable
among them being the training programmes on NIT Act, Communication and Motivation Skills,
Purchase and Works procedure and on Managing Time and Change.

CONFERENCES, SEMINARS AND WORKSHOPS

Conferences, seminars and workshops are important academic activities that foster interaction
among scientists and increase visibility of the Institute among its scientific peers. The Institute
has taken initiatives towards hosting of scientific conferences and inviting scientific workers
from across the country to our campus. The Department of Mining Engineering organized a
National Conference on Emerging Trends in Mining and Allied Industries. A National Conference
on Computational Intelligence, Control & Computer Vision for Robotics and Automation was
conducted by the Department of Electrical Engineering. The Department of Ceramic Engineering
hosted a conference on Refractories, while a conference on Climate Change and Water Resources
Management was conducted by the Civil Engineering Department. An IUAC Acquaintance
Programme was organized by the Physics Department. A series of conferences and short-term
Courses have also been planned for the year 2009,

TRAINING AND PLACEMENT

The Training and Placement Centre has done an excellent job of placing our graduates and
postgraduates in reputed organizations. It has also succeeded in organizing projects for short
term industrial experience for all students. I am proud to say that our.graduates and postgraduates
are highly rated and respected in both core and software industry. This year more than forty
companies have so far visited our institute for campus recruitment. Prominent among those are
IOCL, L&T, Tata Groups, DRDO, Hindalco, Essar group, Mahindra & Mahindra, Ashok Leyland,
BEML, MECON, IBM, TCS, Accenture, Wipro and CSC. Almost all the graduates and good number
of postgraduates have already been placed through campus placement. A good number of
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